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Lesson 6 

 
The following letter is the letter “Ḥet”, which has a strong guttural 

sound, similar to “H” as in House, but stronger. It is stronger than 

the sound of the letter “Hey”  ה. 

 ח
The “Ḥet” looks a little bit like the letter “Hey”, but notice the difference: 

 

 ה        ח
 

Take care not to mistake it for the letter “Tav” as well. The letter Tav has a 

“foot” on the left side. 

 

 ת       ח

 
 

Hey 

 

Ḥet 

 

Ḥet 

 

Tav 
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Look how to write it by hand: 

    

 
 Copy it several times in order to practice: 

 

 

 

 

 

 We usually transliterate the letter whith “Ch”, but its sound has 

nothing to do with English “Ch”. Here we are representing it with Ḥ. 

It has a strong throaty sound, stronger than English “H”. It’s the sound 

that starts the name of the Jewish festival “Chanukkah”, or the Yiddish 

expression “Chutzpah”. 

  

 ḤA  ח  

1 

2 
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 ḤE  ח   

 ḤEE  חִי

 ḤO  חו  

 ḤOO  חו  

 

Make clear the difference between the sound of “Ḥet” ח and the sound of 

“Hey” ה . The first one is strongly throaty sound, the second one is just a 

gentle aspirated H. Practice pronouncing the difference: 

 

 Ha  ה             Ḥa  ח  

ה          Ḥe  ח    He 

Ḥee  חִי הִי        Hee 

Ḥo  חו   הו        Ho 

Ḥoo  חו   הו         Hoo 
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 Read and copy. Practice until you get confident. 

 

 חוּר 

 חַנָה 

 חָמוֹר 

 חֶדֶר 

 חִבּוּר 

 אַח

 אַחוֹת

 חַגוֹרָה 

 חַהָה 

 הַחָה 

 רָחֵל 
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 הַהַר 

 הַרַחַמָה

 הַרַחַהַה 

 חַלָה 
 

 

The next letter is the letter “Shin”: 

 ש
This letter may sound “Sh” (as in “show”) or “S” (as in “sandwich”). When 

there is a dot on the right side, it sounds “Sh”, and is called “Shin”. When 

it has a dot on the left side, it sounds “S”, and is called “Sin”.   

שׂ       שׁ  
 

Shin 

 

Sin 
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Look how to write it by hand: 

        
 

 

 Copy it several times in order to practice: 

 

 

 

 

  Check how to read the following syllables: 

 SA  ש                   SHA  ש   

 SE  ש                 SHE  ש   

י י                 SHEE  ש ִ  SEE  ש ִ

1 

2 
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 SO  ש ו                  SHO  ש ו     

 SOO  ש ו                  SHOO  ש ו  

 

 

 Read and copy. Practice until you get confident. 

 שַׁבַּת

 שֶׁמֶשׁ

 שֶׁלֶג

 דַגֵשׁ 

רָאֵל  יִשְׂׂ

 שִׂימָה

 שָׂרִית

 שָׂשָׁה 
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 שׁוֹתֶה 

 חָדָשׁ

 גֶשֶׁר 

 שׁוֹשַׁנָה 

 שׁוּלָה 

 שַׁחַר

 שַׁחֲרִית

לֹמֹה   שְׁׂ

 מֹשֶׁה

 בַּשַׂר 

 מַשַׂאִית
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   Have you noticed the following word? 

חֲרִית      ש  

Below the letter ח there is a line, which is the vowel “AH”, as you already 

know, and two dots beside (The “shvah”). What does it means? How do I 

read that? 

Read as “AH”, normally. 

The same way, if you find the vowel “E” (three dots) with “shvah”, read 

“E” normally. 

 A  אֲ 

 E  א  

 BA  ב ֲ 

 BE  ב   

 TA  תֲ 

 TE  ת  

Etc    
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 Did you remember that the upper dot is “O”?   

ל מ ה   ש ְׁ

SHLOMO 

Even with final ה the vowel is “O”, the letter ה doesn’t have any sound. 

There is still another way to represent the vowel “O”. It is exactly the same 

as one of the symbols that represent “A”.  

 ?A or O  א  

 ?TA or TO ת  

 ?RA or RO ר  

Don’t worry about that. All the times you see this signal, read “AH”. Just 

know that in some words it will sound “O”, you will know this when you 

know the word. But most of the time it is AH.  

About the other symbol,    א , it is always “AH”.   
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But you can find the following: 

 א  

 

 

In this case read “O”. All the times this signal appears with “shvah”, it 

sounds “O”. Keep calm! Check the following: 

 A  א  

 A  אֲ 

 A     א  

 O  א  

 E  א  

 E  א  

 

 

(or O) 
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 Practice the reading: 

 אֲנִי

 נ הֲרִי ה

ת מ   א 

ינו   ל ה   א 

ת ר  ח   מ 

 

 


